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SolaBlock Names John O’Connor as Chairman of the Board. 

 

Pittsfield, Mass and Troy, NY:  SolaBlock, a construction and clean tech start up,  names John O’Connor as Chairman of 

the Board. 

 

John O’Connor has more than three decades experience developing and producing high reliability power conversion 

products for renewable and distributed energy, heavy duty commercial vehicle, and semiconductor markets. In 1997, he 

co-founded Oztek Corp to produce custom power conversion solutions for Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs). 

More recently, John shifted company focus to standard power conversion products and established Oztek as a leading 

battery inverter supplier for commercial and industrial energy storage applications. John served as CEO until 2023, when 

Oztek was sold to Trystar, LLC.  

 

“I am so excited to have John come on board as our Chairman,” explained SolaBlock CEO Eric Planey.  “ He and I have 

known each other for almost a decade, and I was always impressed with how he and his team converted Oztek from 

selling into legacy industries to becoming an indispensable American supplier to the energy storage markets. That 

ability, and his intimate knowledge of tackling UL certification issues, makes him an ideal board chair.” 

 

SolaBlock is currently fundraising its Series A round and is opening its first assembly facility in Pittsfield.  The company 

anticipates its first product will be produced by the end of the first quarter of 2024. 

“SolaBlock’s SMU is an innovative and much needed clean energy product,  I am excited to be appointed as Chairman of 
the Board,”  explained John O’Connor.  “The fact that a startup passed  UL product testing is monumental and speaks to 
the near-term viability of their product.  I know I can add value and assist them in becoming operational.” 

SolaBlock is a company coming to market  with a Building Integrated Photo Voltaic (BIPV) construction and solar tech 

product.  In 2022, the Construction market in the United States was over $1.0 Trillion and the demand for green building 

products growing.  SolaBlock is dual headquartered in Massachusetts and New York, both leaders in Net Zero building 

incentives and mandates.  

“ SolaBlock had an amazing 2023, the appointment of John O’Connell as Chairman of the Board is our first exciting 
announcement of 2024”, commented Pat Quinlan, SolaBlock Co-Founder and Chief Science Officer, “with many more 
substantial milestones being announced soon.” 

To learn more about SolaBlock, click here. 

 

About SolaBlock:  SolaBlock provides Vertical Solar Solutions (VSS) for our customers utilizing our patented Solar 

Masonry Units (SMUs).  SolaBlock’s Solar Masonry Units (SMUs) combine premium solar technology with the familiarity 

of standard masonry units. Founded in Massachusetts, SolaBlock is proud to be assembled in the USA. 
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